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9 West Bonita Drive 

Simi Valley, CA 93065 

Phone: 805-581-3723 

Fax: 805-581-3160 

Dear Friends, 
 
While it seems that we have just celebrated the High Holy Days and Sukkot, here we are  
preparing for Hanukkah!  The most striking ceremony of Hanukkah is the lighting of the  
candles. Light plays an important part of our tradition, from kindling Shabbat and Festival  
candles to yahrzeit candles to the Eternal light to our Hanukkah candles. 
 

The Talmud records an interesting debate between two great rabbinic scholars, Hillel and  
Shammai, about how we should light the menorah. Shammai suggested that all eight candles 

should be lit on the first night and then one less candle each following night. This makes sense as it represents the     
remaining nights of the holiday. Hillel, as is generally the case, argued the opposite: he said that one candle should be 
lit on the first night and the number increased by one each night. After further discussion and support from each side, 
the Talmud notes that we follow Hillel’s idea, lighting the menorah as we do, adding a candle each night. The reason 
cited is a beautiful one, because WE SHOULD ALWAYS SEEK TO INCREASE HOLINESS RATHER THAN      
DIMINISH IT. This is an important Jewish value – to always try to improve upon the existing situation and to sanctify 
life.  This is another meaningful and uplifting message of the Hanukkah holiday.   
 

As we enter this holiday season and approach the secular new year, may it be a happy and festive time for you, but also 
a time of renewed dedication to our traditions and values, a time to kindle the lights and increase the holiness in our 
daily lives. I invite you to join in the many programs, activities and services which CBE offers.  Don’t be a stranger, 
come by and be a part of the Temple family!  Invite your friends to join us as well. 
 

The following is a Hanukkah Prayer which I came across, written by Rabbi Marc Gellman. 
“Our God and God of our fathers and mothers before us. Thank you for this holiday of Hanukkah. Thank you for the miracles 

you did for our people in the time of the Maccabees. Thank you for the candles that remind us of that miracle and 
your light. Thank you for these presents that remind us of the joy we feel at giving to those we love. 

 

Thank you for the winter that makes the warmth of spring feel even more sweet and welcome. Thank you for my family, the 
greatest gift I could ever receive. Thank you for the Jewish people, my people, who give me a place to come from 
and a place to strike roots. Thank you for you, O God of the universe, and for this holiday season. 

 

Thank you for our Christian friends who will be celebrating their own joyous winter holiday this month. Thank you God for 
the way we are given a holiday of lights in the middle of winter darkness. Thank you for latkes and dreidels. It is a 
good thing to have Jewish food and Jewish games. And please God, help me so that I don’t get caught up in the   
buying and getting of this holiday and help me to be caught up in the giving and the loving that is the heart of this 
warm time in the days of cold. And God, in the year from this Hanukkah to the next, I promise to give more than I 
get.”   

   Amen 

 
Best wishes for a happy and joyous Hanukkah!  See you in shul! 
 

Shalom u’vrachah – Peace and Blessings, 

Rabbi Michele Paskow  

Rabbi’s Message 

COMMUNITY MENORAH LIGHTING:, 
Thursday night, December 2nd, 7 pm, at the   

Regal Center (on Tapo Cyn. Rd).   
Meet at the fountain near Starbucks to light the 

menorah and sing Hanukkah songs!   
Hope to see you there! 
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President’s Message by Michael Hollander 

As we head into fall, Congregation B’nai Emet remains 
on the track toward closing escrow on December 6th. We 
will be homeowners following that date. It’s a huge time 
in the history of our Synagogue and one that should  
encourage you to rally around our mission in the  
community and our eventual goal of bringing the temple 
and preschool together at one location. I hope you join us 
for our New Year’s Extravaganza to celebrate this  
milestone. 
 

Thanksgiving and Hanukkah are fast approaching and 
both holidays give us an opportunity to be thankful for 
what we have and the people that make our lives           
complete. In spite of the hardships some of us are going 
through right now, it shouldn’t be difficult to see the 
things that bless our lives. Take some time to appreciate 
those blessings. While you’re doing that consider  
bringing the family to our annual Hanukkah Party on  
Sunday, December 5, at Valley View Junior High. There 
will be good food and, of course, we will be treated to 
two original Hanukkah plays written by our own Meridith 
Patera.  (See flyer in this issue). 
 

While I have your attention, let me remind you that we 
are still looking for a VP of Social Action. This is a good 
time to step up and lend a hand to your community. 
Please let me know if you are interested in the position or 
at least helping out.  See you at services. 
 

Michael A. Hollander 
President 

The minutes of CBE Board meetings are available   

to all members in the Temple office. 

Below is the latest correspondence I received from the 

attorneys about the dissolution of the Jewish Life Center. 

Our attorneys explain it very succinctly. 
 

“Hi Michael, the State is currently processing dissolution 
documents received in mid-June. We submitted JLC’s 
dissolution documents towards the end of September.   
This is going to take more than another 30 days,  
however, the date of filing will be the date the State  
received the documents. We just have to be patient.  
Please let me know if you have any questions” 
 

Any questions please contact me at:  
mmmutal@gmail.com. 
 

Michael Mutal 

Jewish Life Center 
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Men’s Club 

Fundraising 

The men’s club has been busy helping out and has many 
events happening over the next couple of months. 
First, the men’s club would like to acknowledge the gift  
that Don and Michelle Forman gave of their side by side 
refrigerator for the CBE express. We are very grateful for 
that. Thank you Don and Michelle! 
 

The men’s club was active in the planning and participation 
of the temple’s first “A Night at the Races” fund raiser. 
There were a plethora of door prizes, plus good food  
provided by the sisterhood and of course lots of fellowship.  
A fun night was had by all who attended! 
 

The men’s club will be the featured readers at the services 
on Friday, November 12th, and that weekend we will help 
out with the Hanukkah boutique. 
 

Mitch Salberg is in charge of the Bonita property and is 
setting up a Landscape/Maintenance Committee. If you are 
interested in helping beautify our new home please contact 
Mitch. 
 

Glen Knecht is in charge of our upcoming Las Vegas trip 
(in early November) and our monthly breakfast social 
meals. Some of our future events will be a Car Rally, Purim 
Carnival, and tour of a few microbreweries of Los Angeles. 
 

If you are not yet a member of the men’s club, we would 
love to have you join or if you have any questions about the 
above events/happenings  please contact Michael Mutal at 
mmmutal@gmail.com.  
 

Michael Mutal, Men’s Club President 

SPECIAL UPCOMING SERVICES  
 

Fri. Nov. 5: CBE Pre-School Appreciation Shabbat, 7 pm 

Fri. Nov. 12: Men’s Club Shabbat, 8 pm 

Fri. Dec. 3: Shabbat - Hanukkah - New Member  
welcome, 7 pm  -Religious School students lead  

Hanukkah songs 
••••••••••• 

Wed. Nov. 24 - Community Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service, 7:30 pm, St. Francis of Assisi Church (bring 
canned goods for the Samaritan Center to distribute) 

Ten new students were welcomed to our Religious School and blessed by Rabbi Michele at the  

Consecration/Simchat Torah service on October 3. 

“A Night at the Races” on October 2nd was a great event.  
Everyone placed bets for each of the races and daily  
double. A video of each race was projected on an 8’X8’ 
screen which made it more real-to-life and got everyone 
excited. Prizes were given away between each race and 
we had a dozen winners. At the end of the evening all 
betting money was turned in for additional prize tickets 
and a chance to win a $500 Gateway computer. The  
winning ticket went to .... Carol Rosado! Congratulations 
again, Carol. 
 

A special thanks to everyone who helped out with this 
first-time event. If you missed out, we are planning to 
make this an annual event. So when you hear about it 
next year, be sure to save the date. 
 

Next up:  We are working on a spring CBE Golf  
Tournament. The date will be announced shortly. 
 

Jerry Auerbach 
Fundraising VP 
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resisted membership with  Congregation B’nai Emet  as an 
extension of this commitment?  If once but no longer a 
member, what keeps you from rejoining?  I acknowledge 
these questions are for you to search your own heart and 
soul and yours alone to answer.  But, I say to you, “Why 
would you not seek to take part at such a momentous time in 
the future of this Jewish community?  Why would you not 
desire to be part of a temple family which wants to share in 
your growth as a Jew, celebrate your happy times and be a 
comfort to you in your times of sorrow?  Why would you 
not want to support a temple that offers an exemplary  
religious school and/or preschool experience for your  
children and grandchildren? And why would you not want 
to be part of a temple population which is not huge,  
but comfortable, affording you the opportunity to immerse 
yourself in expanding your knowledge of our dynamic  
Jewish culture and traditions?”  
 

A home of our own, which Congregation B’nai Emet, did 
not have for over 30 years, has become a reality. We  
fervently believe that with consistent membership growth, 
ground breaking for our on-site pre-school and educational 
center will take place in the near future. “Bottom line,” 
“peeling off the layers,” “here’s the nitty-gritty,” whichever 
catch-phrase captures your attention, I can’t say it any 
clearer, “we want you, and need you to help establish a real 
center of Jewish life.”  It is truly an amazing time for you to 
join with us. The best is yet to come. 
 

Shelly Botan, Membership VP 
 

Author’s note:  Although time restrictions during the past High Holy 
Day services did not allow for the presentation of this essay, the author 
hopes readers of Chai Lites will find it thought provoking. 

A warm welcome is extended to new members. 
   

Ken and Frieda Bahr and daughter, Eva 

Janine Enright and daughter, Alyssa 

Howard and Sandy Fisher 

Dr. Ronald Forster and Dr. Chen Mu-Forster 
        and children, Joyce and Samuel 

Doris Foster 

Eric and Susan Fromer and sons, Ryan and Jason 

Mitchell and Wendy Green and sons, Greg Green, 
        Alex Green and Adam Zimmerman 

Robert and Sarah Machlin-Sly 

Glen and Rachel Reiff and sons  
Andrew Gering and Evan Gering 

Valerie Singh 

Greg and Francine Tabak and children, Samantha, 
Benjamin and Rachel 

Membership 

Sharing some thoughts on the benefits of CBE   
Membership…. 
 

In the 1980’s, Women’s American ORT asked me to speak 
before a group of teenagers at Temple Beth Torah in     
Ventura.  I was told that there would be about 10-15  
youngsters attending a weekend confab. No problem. Well, 
in reality there were many times that number. Needless to 
say, it turned out to be a daunting experience. It’s often a 
challenge to keep the attention of one or two teenagers, but 
fifty or sixty ranging in age from about thirteen to sixteen, 
in one room, “Oy Vey.”  Some of us will remember that 
during that time mass letter writing campaigns were encour-
aged, focused on reaching out to  Jews living in Russia (at 
that time called the Soviet Union).  So, for my talk it 
seemed natural to go with the theme:  The importance and 
impact of certain words, such as “love,” “hate,” “war,” 
“peace.”     
 

Today I have chosen the word, “Why.” As innocuous as it 
appears, it has been used in many settings. A young child 
asks, “Why is the sky blue?” “Why do I have to eat this 
yucky broccoli?”  We have heard the word “Why” used in 
song lyrics, that some of my generation might remember, 
“Why does the sun go on shining? Why does the sea rush to 
shore?” And, during one of our most prominent Jewish  
holidays, Passover, we ask, as one of the four questions, 
“Why is this night different from all other nights?” 
 

A few months ago at a Friday night service we welcomed a 
Rabbi as a guest speaker.  She formerly lived here in Simi 
Valley and now lives in Kansas, but was in town for her 
class reunion. Her theme focused on the question “Why do 
you choose to be Jewish?”  Her query led me back to the 
time when I was a twelve-thirteen year old student in a  
junior high school history class.  During the class session, 
we were shown some heart wrenching newsreel footage of 
the horrors of the concentration camps.   
 

Remember that less than a dozen years had passed since the 
end of World War II.  I don’t recall the content of the  
discussion that surely must have followed. I do, however, 
remember thinking, that in 1942 when I was born, millions 
of innocent Jewish lives were being snuffed out throughout 
the European continent. But here in America, Los Angeles 
to be exact, I was blessed with the spark of life. Although I 
was raised in a fairly observant Jewish family, I recognize it 
was this personal epiphany which ensured my life-long 
commitment to Judaism. 
 
I’ve shared with you a bit of my personal journey because I 
believe it is a relevant time to ask ourselves the following 
questions, “Why, for example, are you and I here at these 
High Holy Day services?” “Why do we feel it necessary to 
connect in this way to our Jewish faith, and what is it that 
resonates within us to do so?”  Yet, why have some of us  
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TOP 10 REASONS FOR JOINING THE CHOIR 

1.  You enjoy singing and want to form attachments with others who enjoy singing. 
  

2.  You want to learn more about music. 
  

3.  You want to learn more about prayer. 
  

4.  You want to learn more about Hebrew. (Reading Hebrew not required. Everything is transliterated into English.) 
  

5.  Want to participate more in the service and get good seats. 
  

6.  You need an outlet for expressing yourself. 
  

7.  You need an occasional night away from the daily grind. 
  

8.  You don't have a budget for therapy. (Remember, Music "soothes the savage soul.") 
  

9.  You're ready to try your singing outside the shower and the car. 
  

10. You've thought about it a million times.            (Contact Irwin Cohen at 526-8432, or  IrwinLCO@aol.com) 

Sisterhood Simchas 

September 
 

Cheryl Hirsch: Thank you to Ronnye Sacks & Holly York for 
their hard work at the fabulous membership dinner. Thank you 
to Rabbi Michele for opening her home for our membership 
dinner. Welcome to our new members. Speedy & healthy  
recovery to Francine DeFazio. 
 

Jill Katell: Thank you to Rabbi Michele for hosting this 
event. Thank you to all the women who organized and set  
up this lovely dinner. Speedy recovery to Carole Picker’s 
daughter. Happy Birthday to my husband Gabe. 
 

Kathy Smith: To Rabbi Michele: Thank you so much for a 
wonderful evening; it means so much to us. Thanks to all the 
Sisterhood ladies who were responsible for a wonderful high 
holiday oneg. Wonderful dinner, Ronnye & Holly! 
 

Alice Fiducia: Thanks to Rabbi for having our membership 
dinner at her house! Thanks to everyone for coming to our 
wonderful dinner and being my sisters! 
 

Deborah Bass: Doris Foster: Mazel tov on completing the 
Breast Cancer Walk! Meridith Patera: Mazel tov! You made it 
through the first month of school. Shelly Botan – thanks for 
your warmth and kindness as CBE Membership VP. Rabbi 
Michele: Thank you for your warmth & hospitality at Sukkot. 
 

Doris Bass Foster: Thanks to Rabbi Michele for having us at 
her home for sisterhood. Thanks to Geri for letting me help in 
her class on Sunday. Love to my cousin Deborah for being my 
best friend. Thank you to the whole sisterhood for welcoming 
me. 
 

Cathy Holst: Thank you Rabbi Michele & Sisterhood  
members and Ronnye & Holly and their helpers for the lovely 
membership dinner and Sukkot celebration. 
 

Penny Neugroschl: In honor of Francine DeFazio’s recovery. 
In honor of my grandson Steve’s birthday. Thanks to Ronnye 
& Holly for the lovely membership dinner. Thanks to Rabbi 
for the use of her home for the membership dinner. 
 

Barb Poehls: Thank you Rabbi & Tootsie for having us in 
your home. Thank you to all those who helped to make this 
such a nice event. Mazel tov to my son Aaron on purchasing a 
home in Simi. 

 

October 
 

Sandy Melnick: Happy Birthday to me! I’m glad Stan is  
doing so well. 
 

Ronnye Sacks: Thank you Kathy Smith for hosting our  
meeting in your lovely home. Thank you Meridith for sharing 
the Simpsons film helping us to understand the Talmud.  
 

Jill Katell: Thanks to Kathy Smith for hosting the meeting. 
Happy anniversary to Lynn & Mitch.   
 

Tami Plotkin: My birthday is coming on November 5 – 
YEAH! I’m thrilled it’s fall! I’m very thankful that Jeff is 
healing from the car accident injuries from two days before 
Ellie’s bat mitzvah. Thank goodness Ellie finished writing her 
thank you notes! I’m very happy that the Chilean miners are 
being rescued. 
 

Cheryl Hirsch: Happy birthday to Kathy Smith. Happy  
Birthday to Cathy Holst. In memory of my father-in-law Alvin 
Hirsch. 
 

Alice Fiducia: Thanks to Kathy for having our meeting at her 
house. Thanks to everyone who has taken Macy’s tickets. 
Thanks to Bobbie for doing such a good job with the gift 
cards. 
 

Carole Picker: In honor of my daughter Francine’s birthday 
October 15 and Francine’s return to good health. 
 

Lynn Salberg: Happy 25th anniversary to my wonderful  
husband Mitchell. 
 

Bobbie Sion: Happy 28th birthday to our daughter Jessie. 
Happy ? birthday to me. 
 

Cathy Holst: Thank you Kathy for hosting this sisterhood 
meeting. Thank you Meridith for presenting information on 
the Talmud and showing the Simpsons. 
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Religious School 

September and October have been busy months for us, as 
we began a new school year with 10 new students!  With the 
High Holy days coming so early this year, students were 
kept busy learning about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur – 
the younger students with art projects and the older students 
with more serious, but still fun and interesting projects. 
 

Sukkkot brought us our famous “Sundaes in the Sukkah” – 
Rabbi Michele’s favorite for the season, and we had plenty 
of help from parents and older students when it came to  
dipping ice cream and adding toppings to the ice cream  
sundaes. Seconds were a must for the hot afternoon! 
 

We are so lucky to have many parents volunteering in both 
the office and classrooms this term, and we really appreciate 
their help! Our volunteers allow our teachers more time 
with the students, and I know how proud each student is 
when their mom or dad is helping in the classroom,  If you 
haven’t signed up for a Sunday in your child’s classroom, 
it’s not too late – just complete the form that your child 
brings home and we will schedule you. 
 

A great way to honor your child – perhaps for a birthday or 
some other accomplishment - is to sponsor an Oneg in their 
honor.  We’ll do all the work – and at the time of the Oneg, 
we will announce that this Oneg is being sponsored “in 
honor of…..” just as we do on Friday nights.  What a nice 
way to surprise your son or daughter!  Oneg sponsorship is 
just $18.00 – come on into the office and bring us the form 
telling us when you want to sponsor your Oneg and bring us 
your check – it’s as simple as that! 
 

 לכבוד הילדים שלך היית להם הכבוד לך
Honor your children as you would have them honor you 
 

Deborah Bass 
VP Schools 

“Sundaes in the Sukkah” 

ATTENTION FAMILIES  OF STUDENTS WHO WILL BECOME B'NAI MITZVAH BEFORE MARCH, 2012 
  

On November 21, 2010, Rabbi Michele and School Administrator Meridith Patera will be holding the first of our B'NAI 
MITZVAH FAMILY WORKSHOPS for this school year. This will be a way to address and explain the spiritual aspects of 
b'nai mitzvah and discuss any questions you've been having. There will be a second workshop in the spring with different 
content. 
  

Following a pot-luck dairy lunch at noon, we will be having study sessions with Rabbi Michele and Meridith where different 
facets of the b'nai mitzvah experience will be explored. Thanks to Rhonda Nadler for coordinating the lunch. She will be in 
touch with you regarding what to bring. 
  

We expect to conclude by 1:45 PM. We are looking forward to sharing this event with you and your child and any other  
family members you wish to include, such as siblings or grandparents. 
  

Please let Meridith know if you can attend and how many will be attending (including the student). 
  

Thanks, 
Meridith S. Patera 
Congregation B'nai Emet 
Religious School Administrator 
mspatera@earthlink.net 
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Relay for Life 2010 by Deborah Bass 

2010 was to be my first opportunity to take part in the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, and I was so 
very excited to be a part of something so much bigger than 
me! My parents raised me in a household that worked hard 
to raise funds for health research – mainly through City of 
Hope – but for now, I was very pleased to work side by 
side with others – working as hard as we could to raise 
funds for Relay for Life and cancer research. 
 

With Meridith at the helm of our team, I knew we couldn’t 
miss – and with my co-assistant team captain, we set about 
putting a team of walkers together – never doubting that we 
would have someone from CBE on the track for every hour 
of the 24 hour event. 
 

Thanks to RuthAnn Rossman, we had an easy to read  
sign-up board – and we were eager to see those 24 slots fill 
in. Sadly, our excitement and determination did not spill 
over to our CBE congregation. We ended up with only 10 
registered walkers – even though we did meet our pledged 
goal – but our goal was only $1000 – there were teams who 
had goals of $10,000, $20,000… 
 

We held a fundraiser dinner at Daphne’s Greek restaurant 
the Thursday before the walk – only 15 people from CBE 
showed up. 
 

When I actually got to the Relay itself, I was struck by the 
fact that Royal High School had students on that track  
for the full 24 hours – and while I was working at the  
Registration table, Royal students continually came up – 
turning in envelopes filled with money they had raised for 
the Relay. 
 

I spent the next 24 hours trying to figure out what was 
wrong. I know that traditionally, as Jews, we are a generous 
people – giving of ourselves, and certainly giving to charity 
– it is in our blood to give to those who need help. So, I 
spent those midnight and early morning hours trying to 
figure out why none of OUR children were on that track – 
not necessarily at 2 AM, but at any point in the day. 
 

We have lost something precious if we have lost the ability 
to give to charity. We have lost something precious if we 
cannot or will not teach our children that working and  
raising money for charity is no longer important.   
 

It’s not about writing the check yourself. It’s about  
RAISING the money – going out and explaining why this 
cause is important to you, and asking those people who are 
not participating to support you financially. 
 

At a recent Friday night service, I had the opportunity to 
ask each of you in attendance if you had not yet been 
touched by cancer somewhere in your life. There were no 
hands raised – because cancer – the “BIG C” has touched 
each of us – and yet nobody attended our fundraiser,  
nobody joined our Relay for Life, nobody joined us for our 
Havdalah service to close out the Sabbath (those of you 
who were there – you know who you are). 
 

Where were the rest of you?  Where were your children?  
What was so important that you couldn’t donate one hour 
of your life to walk a quarter mile on the track to honor 
those people who are fighting a battle that you will,  
hopefully, never have to fight. 
 

Tzedakah – it comes in all forms.  How are you teaching it 
to your children? 

Relay for Life photos 

Alex Shaw and Doris Foster finish  

packing up on Sunday, October 24, after 

the Relay for Life at Royal High School. 
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The Friends of the Agoura Hills Library is sponsoring an  
author event on November 9 at 6:00 PM with local (Calabasas) 
author, Erica Miller who is a holocaust survivor, Israeli Air 
Force Survivor and mental health professional. Her book, The 
Dr. Erica Miller Story: From Trauma to Triumph will be  
discussed, and Dr Miller will hold a book signing following 
the discussion. 

For vendor info, go to                                              
http://www.congregationbnaiemet.org/judaica.php 
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Women of CBE 

RSVP to: Meridith - mspatera@earthlink.net or Phyllis - 805.526.7105 

In September we had our fabulous membership dinner at 
the home of Rabbi Michele. Her Sukkah was gorgeous! 
We ate delicious food from East Coast Pizza and  
welcomed several new members and guests. Todah  
Rabbah to Ronnye Sacks and Holly York for organizing 
the enjoyable evening. We also helped at the temple’s 
Nite at the Races fundraiser, supplying a lot of the food. 
We were happy to provide ice cream and toppings for 
the Religious School’s “Sundaes in the Sukkah”. 
 

Thank you to Meridith Patera who entertained and  
educated us at our October meeting at the home of Kathy 
Smith. We watched a Simpsons episode about Krusty the 
Clown, and learned about Talmudic Jewish Law. 
  

On October 17 the Sisterhood enjoyed our donor  
luncheon at Giovanni’s Restaurant. Twenty ladies  
attended a delicious buffet and heard guest speaker. 
Sandy Gatlin, who is president of the Western Division 
of WRJ and a former member of CBE. She talked about 
how she came to CBE, her marriage, her move to the 
state of Washington, her involvement with the sisterhood 
and how she got involved with WRJ. Thank you to 
Marion Leon and Meridith for arranging this lovely 
event. 

Our November 9 meeting will be at the temple and the 
topic will be “My Favorite Jewish Object”. Bring  
something that is meaningful to you and tell us about it 
as we get to know more about each other. There will also 
be special Gift Shop discounts for that night only! 
 

Speaking of shopping, you won’t want to miss our  
famous Hanukkah Boutique on November 14 at the  
temple. Also in November the sisterhood will feed the 
hungry a Thanksgiving Meal at the Methodist church. 
  

Please join us on December 7 for the Sisterhood  
Hanukkah party at the home of Jill Katell. There will  
be a gift exchange and dinner. We always have a  
delightful time! 
 
Please check out the flyers below or contact me for more 
information on the way to bring fun and meaning to your 
life through sisterhood! 
 

Geri Brandler, President 

Women of CBE 
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Recent Donations 

Building Fund  

Glen and Debbie Knecht – in memory Louis and Marion 
      Karoff 
Bella Hananel – in memory of Shoshanah Copelof  
 

Preschool/Education Building Fund  
Jerry and Sue Coffey – in memory of Daniel C. Gilson 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
Wolf and Nubia Ascher – In memory of Walter and Erna 
              Ascher 
 

Religious School Fund  
Lester Bass – In memory of Bruce Everston 
Karla Forsythe and James Crane – in honor of Josh  
        Bordo’s Bar Mitzvah 
Glen and Debbie Knecht – in memory of Judith Gail  
                Karoff 
Sheldon and Joan Liebmann – in memory of Philip  
     Landau 
Marianne Susman – in memory of Irene Goldhammer 
Ronald Forster and Chen Mu-Forster  
Peter and Jennifer Rosenstein 
QSP 
 

Memorial Donations 

Ken and Suzanne Epstein – in memory of Jean Epstein 
Alan and Sandra Leon – in memory of Evelyn Levin and 
         Herman Leon 
Marvin and Sandra Sussman – in memory of Anne  
      Sussman 
Anthony and Laura Luskin – in memory of Isaak  
             Pichkhadze 
Karen Ribstein – in memory of Joel Ribstein 
Karen and Keith Zook – in memory of Frances Weiss 
 

Prayer Books Donations 

Steve and Ruth Ann Rossman – in memory of Dianne 
 Marks, Laura Bloch and Abraham Jacob Frank 
 

Night at the Races Sponsorships 

Jerry and Jan Auerbach 
Rabbi Michele Paskow 
Michael’s Flowers  
 

General Donations 
Mitchell and Wendy Green 
Craig and Michelle Foster 
Kenneth and Frieda Bahr 

High Holy Day Donations & Pledges 

Jerry and Jan Auerbach 
Ann Bellenson (Preschool/Education Bldg) in memory of  
        Dr. Leonard Bellenson 
Aviram and Aura L. Carni (Religious School) 
Steven and Raye Charton – in memory of Helen Rogen and  
     the 6 million 
Marc Eastman 
Louise and Mel Edelson 
Janine Enright – in memory of Howard Vine 
Eliot and Judy Epstein (Preschool/Education Bldg) in  
       memory of Kurt and Rose Fleischmann;  
                  Max Epstein, Sandy Scharf and Jack Lefton 
Ken and Suzanne Epstein – in memory of Benno and Jean 
       Epstein, and Werner and Mary Hollander 
Gayle and Howard Evans (High Holy Days Prayer Books) 
Irina Feldman 
Alice Fiducia –“My parents” 
Craig and Michelle Foster 
David Glazer–in memory of Michael, Vera and Dorothy Glazer 
Carl Greenstein  (Preschool/Education Bldg) 
Catherine A. Holst – in honor of “my family,” The Baileys 
Theodore and Bunnie Karoff - in memory of Judith Gail Karoff 
Arnold and Marilyn Kaufman - in memory of Joseph and Sarah
     Kaufman, Philip Goodman and Tim Wolff 
Lynne and Keith Kelly- in memory of Max and Dorothy Rabin 
Renee Kieselbach – in memory of Bent Lerno 
Gary Lauber 
Michael Lauber 
Alan and Sandra Leon – in memory of all our friends and  
      relatives 
Gracie Lerno – in memory of Bent Lerno 
Sheldon and Joan Liebmann – in honor of the Tellios 
Anthony and Laura Luskin 
Sophie Carver Miller 
Jill Needs – in honor of Eileen Milstein 
Nate and Margaret Nusbaum 
Jeff and Tamara Plotkin – in honor of Eliana’s Bat Mitzvah 
The Ranelletti Family (Preschool) in honor of Justin Daniel  
              Ranelletti 
The Ribstein Family – in memory of Joel Ribstein 
Paul and Sandy Rosenfeld 
Ruth Ann and Steve Rossman (Preschool/Education Bldg) 
Ronnye Sacks – in memory of Steven Sacks 
Leonard and Anamae Salberg  (Preschool) in honor of  
            Mitchell and Lynn’s 25th Anniversary 
Lynn and Mitchell Salberg – in memory of Burton Borrok 
Joan Sandoval – in memory of my mother, Ruth Pollack 
The Scharf Family (Preschool/Education Bldg) in memory of  
    Sandford and Trevor Scharf 
Jay Schoen – in memory of Milton Schoen 
Charlotte Shore – in memory of Robert Shore 
Frank Tessel 
The Tolchin Family – in memory of Meyer Siegel and Alan  
      Tolchin 
Michael A. Toyouri 
Andy and Cathy Weinstein – in memory of Adrienne Weinstein 
Steven and Holly York 
Anonymous 
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Birthdays 

2-Nov    Eric Levine 
3-Nov    Ryan Fromer 
5-Nov    Tamara Plotkin 
5-Nov    Natalie Richmond 
12-Nov    Samuel Forster 
12-Nov    Ryan Rosenstein 
12-Nov    Nicholas Wohlner 
15-Nov    Deborah Bass 
16-Nov    Eric Bordo 
19-Nov    Lesli Friedman 
19-Nov    Barbara Wohlner 
25-Nov    Miko Sion 
30-Nov    Jerry Auerbach 
30-Nov    Wendy Green 
30-Nov    Glenna Horowitz 
30-Nov    Rhonda Nadler 

Anniversaries 

3-Nov      Craig and Michelle Foster 
6-Nov      Alan and Sandra Leon 
20-Nov      Gabe and Jill Katell 
21-Nov      Steven and Raye Charton 
10-Dec      Brian and Meryl Horowitz 
18-Dec      Miko and Bobbie Sion 
23-Dec      Gary and Nancy Micon 
24-Dec      Arnold and Marilyn Kaufman 
 

1-Dec    Marlayne Bellenson 
1-Dec    Ryan Ribstein 
2-Dec    Julie Bienenfeld 
5-Dec    Rachel Tabak 
6-Dec    Mitchell Green 
7-Dec    Howard Fisher 
7-Dec    Shawna Katell 
8-Dec    Alec Bennett 
9-Dec    Kaitlyn Richmond 
10-Dec    Cantor Michael Russ 
13-Dec    Rachel Leah Reiff 
18-Dec    Andrew Nadler 
18-Dec    Erin Shore 
19-Dec    Erin Hollander 
29-Dec    Sharon Epstein 
30-Dec    Matthew Nusbaum 
30-Dec    Gail Weinstein 

Oneg Sponsors 

September 3, 2010 

Doris Bass Foster in honor of her granddaughter being 
born in the beginning of January, 2011...so excited to be 
a grandma! 
 

Deborah Bass and Doris Foster in memory of Ben Bass 
 
September 10, 2010 

The Sherden Family in memory of J.G. Neugroschl 
 

Penny Neugroschl in memory of J.G. Neugroschl 
 

The Sternberg Family in honor of the birthdays of Judy, 
Rob, Daniel & Elizabeth, and for the engagement of  
our daughter, Elizabeth, and for our son, Daniel, being 
released from the Navy & looking forward to a new job 
prospect at Edwards Air Force Base. 
 

The Knecht Family in honor of Debbie & Louis’s birth-
days 
 

The Katell Family in honor of Gabe’s birthday 
 
September 24, 2010 

The Berger Family in honor of Karli’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
October 1, 2010 

The families of the newly consecrated students  
 

The Rosenstein Family in honor of Peter’s birthday 
 

Marion & Stefan Leon-Doten in honor of their 14th  
anniversary & Ryan Strohbach’s consecration 
 
October 8, 2010 

The Family of Steve & Lois Friedman in honor of every-
thing we forgot to honor in the last six months 
 

October 15, 2010 

The Family of Jessica Stafford in honor of her Bat  
Mitzvah 
 

The Rosado Family in honor of Leah’s birthday 
 

The Poehls Family in honor of Bethany’s birthday 
 

The Melnick Family in honor of Sandy’s birthday 
 

The Picker Family in honor of Francine’s birthday & 
good health 
 
October 22, 2010 

Michael & Julie Bienenfeld Mutal in honor of their 11th 
anniversaary 
 

Cathy Holst in honor of her birthday 
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Yahrzeits 

1-Nov Shirley Zimmerman Heshvan 24 
2-Nov Edward I. Berns  Heshvan 25 
2-Nov Leonard Goldman Heshvan 25 
2-Nov Abraham Luskin  Heshvan 25 
4-Nov Marvin Cohl  Heshvan 27 
4-Nov Ben De Nunez  Heshvan 27 
6-Nov Esther Frankel  Heshvan 29 
6-Nov Rebecca K. Schwartz Heshvan 29 
8-Nov Ber Goldenberg  Kislev 1 
10-Nov Aaron Saul Chusid Kislev 3 
12-Nov Nissim Eskenazi  Kislev 5 
12-Nov Isaac Hart  Kislev 5 
12-Nov Harry Hirschorn  Kislev 5 
12-Nov Caroll Miller Hughes Kislev 5 
12-Nov Helen Rosner  Kislev 5 
13-Nov Leona Edelstein  
13-Nov Theo Frankel  Kislev 6 
13-Nov Isaak Koenka  Kislev 6 
14-Nov Milton “Babe” Goldbloom  Kislev 7 
15-Nov Moshe Aisenman Kislev 8 
15-Nov Gerald York  Kislev 8 
17-Nov Frances Goldstein Kislev 10 
17-Nov Nora Judge  Kislev 10 
21-Nov Regina Greenstein Kislev 14 
21-Nov Benish Landau  Kislev 14 
23-Nov Anne Kaminsky  Kislev 16 
25-Nov David Bemel  Kislev 18 
25-Nov Sandi Brown  Kislev 18 
25-Nov Louis Weiss  Kislev 18 
26-Nov James Alexander Kislev 19 
26-Nov Ben Herskowitz  
26-Nov Frida Pichkhadze Kislev 19 
27-Nov Leon Cohen  Kislev 20 
28-Nov Nat Day   Kislev 21 
28-Nov Jean Forman  Kislev 21 
28-Nov Seymour Hoffberg Kislev 21 
29-Nov Jack Lefton  Kislev 22 
29-Nov Beatrice Marx  Kislev 22 
29-Nov Mollie G. Troop  Kislev 22 
1-Dec Rose Schwartz  Kislev 24 
2-Dec Oskar Metzger  Kislev 25 
3-Dec Michael Glazer  Kislev 26 
3-Dec Martin Klein  Kislev 26 
5-Dec Sanford Shilkoff  Kislev 28 

7-Dec Fay Antecol  Kislev 30 
7-Dec Morris Orloff  Kislev 30 
8-Dec Vicki Cohen  Tevet 1 
8-Dec Mitzie Friedman  Tevet 1 
8-Dec Erna Handler  
8-Dec Theodore Karasik Tevet 1 
9-Dec Harry Widdes  Tevet 2 
10-Dec Abraham Katell  Tevet 3 
10-Dec Barbara Claire Sweet Tevet 3 
12-Dec David Ehrlich  Tevet 5 
12-Dec Joseph Goldstein Tevet 5 
12-Dec Sophie Rashoff  Tevet 5 
13-Dec Libbie Chait  Tevet 6 
13-Dec Louis Cohen  Tevet 6 
13-Dec Pelayo Moreno  Tevet 6 
13-Dec Louis Serlin  Tevet 6 
13-Dec James Silver  Tevet 6 
14-Dec Earl Ely Friedman Tevet 7 
14-Dec Faye Isbey  Tevet 7 
15-Dec Jason Davis Raufman Tevet 8 
16-Dec David Brookner  Tevet 9 
17-Dec Edward Hoffing  Tevet 10 
17-Dec Stuart Keimon  Tevet 10 
18-Dec Marvin Ackerman Tevet 11 
19-Dec Max Epstein  Tevet 12 
19-Dec Irvin “Bud” Greenberg Tevet 12 
19-Dec Eleanore Price  Tevet 12 
20-Dec Phillip Gabler  Tevet 13 
20-Dec Florence Howard Tevet 13 
20-Dec Steven Sacks  Tevet 13 
21-Dec Rhoda Russ  Tevet 14 
21-Dec Nathan Vogel  Tevet 14 
22-Dec Barbara Schwartz Tevet 15 
24-Dec Clara Gordon  Tevet 17 
24-Dec Max Pinchak  Tevet 17 
24-Dec Dorothy Zager  Tevet 17 
26-Dec Pauline Shapiro  Tevet 19 
27-Dec Lawrence Levy  Tevet 20 
28-Dec Boyd Saylor  Tevet 21 
28-Dec Israel Tepper  Tevet 21 
30-Dec Leonard Schwartz Tevet 23 
30-Dec Rodman Turner  
31-Dec Harry Luger  Tevet 24 
31-Dec Fannie Woodrow Tevet 24 

Please check the current 

Yahrzeit information   

on the data sheet you 

received in your       

membership packet. 

Verify  its accuracy and 

call the office with any 

changes or new Yahrzeit 

information.  

 

During the year, you will 

receive reminders for 

upcoming Yahrzeit 

dates. We want to have 

complete and accurate 

information.  

 

Call Michael Hollander 

with any questions     

regarding Yahrzeit data.  

 

Thank you. 

 

How to observe a  

Yahrzeit at C.B.E 
 

Light a 24-hour memorial 
candle in your home at 
sundown on the evening 
that begins the yahrzeit 
(anniversary of death.)  
It is also customary to  
attend Shabbat services  
at Temple and recite the 
Kaddish. At Congregation 
B’nai Emet, names of your 
loved ones are read on the 
Friday evening before the 
Yahrzeit. If you observe 
the Gregorian (English) 
date, the name will be read 
following the yahrzeit 
date. It is suggested that 
you make a contribution to 
the Temple so that the 
memory of your loved one 
can be honored with an act 
of love and  kindness. 
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To purchase tickets or to place an ad in our program to  
congratulate a performer or publicize your business, go to  
http://www.congregationbnaiemet.org/events.php or call  

(805) 300-0217 or email mspatera@earthlink.net. 

 In solidarity with The Women of the 
Wall, a group in Israel who are fighting 
for the right to chant torah at the Wall  
in Jerusalem, several women in our  
congregation joined others worldwide  
in sending pictures of women holding 
torahs on Simchat Torah to the Israeli 
government. 
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Send a thoughtful greeting for sympathy, birthdays,                   

congratulations, or just to reach out to someone! 

Cards from the Women for Reform Judaism's YES Fund go to      
support  projects for Youth, Education and Special Projects 

here and in Israel, such as rabbinic training and Israeli    

preschools for needy children.  
 

Each card is hand written and mailed for you;  

all you have to do is contact us with the information and 

send a check made out to CBE Sisterhood. 
 

Prices start at $3.00 for a plain card and $6.00 for a       

colored picture card. 
  

Other items are available. To purchase a card, contact 

Lynne Kelly at lkelmom@aol.com. 

Special Rates for CBE Members 

To purchase gift cards, contact Gift Card Chair  

Bobbie Sion at sionfam@gmail.com or leave her a  

message at the temple: (805) 581-3723.  
  

Go to http://www.congregationbnaiemet.org/images/

FamilyOrderForm.pdf for the NEW downloadable  

gift card order form and to    

http://www.congregationbnaiemet.org/

FamilyOrderForm926.pdf for a NEW UPDATED  

list of many other cards you can order. 
  

 You can also order a personalized certificate so that  

your recipients can choose their own cards  

from our large selection. 
  

B'nai mitzvah students:  

Register for the gift cards you want!!! 
 

 

Weddings. Bat & Bar Mitzvah. Corporate Events  
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Imagine Your Ad Here 

 

Business Card size 

$100.00 per year 
$45.00 for 1 issue 

 
1/4 page ad  

$165.00 per year  
$65.00 for 1 issue 

 
1/2 page ad  

$265.00 per year  
$95.00 for 1 issue 

 
Full page flyer  

$420.00 per year  
$130.00 for 1 issue 

 
 

Call Temple office 
For more information 
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Congregat ion B 'na i  EmetCongregat ion B 'na i  EmetCongregat ion B 'na i  EmetCongregat ion B 'na i  Emet     

P.O. Box 878 
Simi Valley, CA 93062-0878 

Date      Candle lighting  Service    Torah Portion 

Nov. 5/29 Cheshvan     5:41 PM   Family Service 7 PM              Toldot—Gen. 25:19-28:9 

Nov. 12/6 Kislev          4:35 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Vayetzei—Gen. 28:10-32:3 

Nov. 19/13 Kislev        4:31 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Vayishlach—Gen. 32:4-36:43 

November 24    Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 7:30 PM  
     St. Francis of Assisi Church 
     (bring canned goods for the Samaritan Center to distribute) 
November 25    Thanksgiving  
Nov. 26/20 Kislev        4:28 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Vayeshev—Gen. 37:1-40:23 

 

Dec. 1/25 Kislev   1st Hanukkah candle 

Dec. 3/27 Kislev           4:27 PM  Family Service 7 PM  Miketz—Gen. 41:1-44:17 

Dec. 10/4 Tevet            4:27 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Vayigash—Gen. 44:18-47:27 

Dec. 17/11 Tevet          4:29 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Vayechi—Gen. 47:28-50:2 

Dec. 24/18 Tevet          4:33 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Shemot—Ex. 1:1-6:1 

Dec. 31/25 Tevet          4:37 PM  Shabbat Service 8 PM  Va’era—Ex. 6:2-9:35 

                   

 

Schedule of Services, Candle lightings, & Torah Portions 

—–Please do not delay delivery—–- 

Chai Lites Bi-Monthly Newsletter         Volume 32 Issue 1 

DATED MATERIAL 

Check out our web site at http://congregationbnaiemet.org 


